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“Contained in this treaty is a profound idea: that 

children are not just objects who belong to their 

parents and for whom decisions are made, 

or adults in training. Rather, they are human 

beings and individuals with their own rights.”
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reunderstanding 

disobedience



an ethic of care 

not domination
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“no”

is often impossible



“we cannot change that children

are physically and socially

vulnerable but we could change

that they are structurally”

Meyer, A. (2007). The moral rhetoric of childhood. Childhood, 14(1), 85-104.







“Probably nothing could have 

made disclosing easier because 

I was in a mindset where 

adults were never wrong.”  



“Growing up in my family I learnt very 

early that saying no to an adult was 

never allowed. I learnt that there were 

different rules for adults.” 



Children resist in many ways.

Budin, L, & Johnson C. (1989). Sex abuse prevention programs: offenders' attitudes about their efficacy. Child Abuse Negl, 13(1), 77-87.



Join children in 

their revolution.



Autonomy > acceptability



“Children should have the right to question and 

disobey adults in positions of power over them, 

and to act autonomously, particularly in order to 

protect their safety and freedom. 

Governments should help parents and other 

adults protect and empower children by instilling 

personal agency and confidence in them.”





Children have no lesser right 

to autonomy than adults.



Thank you
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